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l | press accounts were greatly exaggerated. 
E. replied that His Majesty’s Government's advice 
~ had had cursed (** verflucht '”) little effect. I mildly retorted that I 
~ was surprised to hear such language from a Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, 
. * No. 85. 
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> B+ 77 No. 92. 

E Henderson to Viscount Halifax (received 9-80 a.m. August $1), 
* (Telegraphic.) _ Berlin, August 30, 1989. 

I row» Herr von Ribbentrop this evening that His Majesty's 
~ Government found it difficult to advise Polish Government to accept 
procedure adumbrated in German reply, and suggested that he should 
adopt normal contact, i.e., that when German proposals were ready 

to invite Polish Ambassador to call and to hand him proposals for 
transmission to his Government with a view to immediate opening 
of negotiations. I added that if basis afforded prospect of settlement 
His, Majesty's Government could be counted upon to do their best 


in Warsaw to temporize negotiations. 

2. Herr von Ribbentrop’s reply was to produce a lengthy docu- 
ment which he read out in German sloud at top speed. Imagining 
that he would eventually hand it to me I did not attempt to follow 








Y: 146 
too closely the sixteén or more articles which it contained. Though 
cannot therefore guarantee accuracy the main pointe were : restora- 
tion of Danzig to Germany; southern boundary of Corridor to be line 
ienwerder, Graudenz, Bromberg, Schónlanke ; plebiscite to be held 
i idor on basis of population on ist January, 1919, absolute 
j ) decide; international commission of British, French, 
| Russian members to police the Corridor and guarantee 
communications with Danzig and Gdynia pending result 
iseite ; Gdynia to be reserved to Poland ; Danzig to be purely 


midnight, 

that to treat matter in this way meant that request 
‚for Polish representative to arrive in Berlin on 80th August con- 
stituted, in fact, an ultimatam in spite of what he and Herr Hitler 
had assured me yesterday. This he denied, saying that idea of an 
ultimatum was figment of my imagination. Why then I asked could 
he not normal procedure and give me copy of proposals and ask 
Polish Am to call on him, just as Herr Hitler had summoned 
me a few days ago, and hand them to him for communication to 
Polish Government? In the most violent terms Herr von Ribbentrop 
said that he would never ask the Ambassador to visit him. He hinted 
that if Polish Ambassador asked him for interview it might be 
different. I said that I would naturally inform my Government so 
át once. Whereupon he said while those were his personal views he 
would bring all that I had said to Herr Hitler's notice. It was for 
Chancellor to decide. 

5. We parted on that note, but 1 must tell you that 
Herr von Ribbentrop's whole demeanour during’an unpleasant inter- 
view was aping Herr Hitler at his worst. He inveighed incidentally 
against Polish mobilisation, but I retorted that it was hardly 
surprising since Germany had also mobilised as Herr Hitler himself 
had admitted to me yesterday. Y 


Sir H, Kennard to Viscount Halifax (received 8 a.m.). 


(Telegraphic.) u Warsaw, August $1, 1989. ' 
I mave communicated to M. Beck the reply of His Majesty's 
Government to Herr Hitler and made the comments therein in the 
sense of your telegram of 80th August.* M. Beck stated that before 
giving me a definite reply he would have to consult his Government but 
he could tell me at once that he would do everything possible to facili- 


* No. 90. 
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